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inducement to hunt for territory abroad, when what they
quietly possessed would be more than they could occupy
and cultivate. They would find the advantages of conquest
unequal to those of agriculture; and remembering that
man had naturally a predilection for the enjoyment of
landed property, they would find it impossible, in a country
where land was to be had for nothing, to propagate a spirit
of manufacture and commerce. Every American, more or
less, would become the tiller and planter, and the country
might, in some future and distant period, be the Arcadia,
but it could never be the Britain of the world."1
Protected by this lateral defence from some of the bad
commercial arguments, he was, from the first, entirely free
from the bad political reasons for coercing America, for
he grasped the great truth that political freedom was the
essential condition of a sound and beneficent or a permanent
colonial system. He saw at once that it should be the
sovereign end of British statesmanship to empty the relation-
ship between the colonies and the mother country of any
notion that would do violence to the self-respect of the
former. To many Englishmen that notion was the whole
value of the colonial relationship. There was much in
the history of America between the Peace of Paris and the
explosions of rebellion at Boston to explain the sympathy
the Court excited for its policy of coercion. It needed
courage and foresight when the mass of the nation called
for the spur to declare that colonial policy must be ridden
on the snaffle. There was enough of the old Adam in the
English nature, outside the Court, to make the language of
mastery and supremacy ring very pleasantly in the ear, when
the colonists were flinging the tea into Boston harbour, and
defying the mother country to do her worst Of the great
Englishmen who set themselves against those passions not
one was more constant or more determined than Fox from
the day he opposed the coercion measures of 1774, to the day
North's Government was driven from office. The resistance
1 Speeches, vol. i. p. 124.